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We are a Catholic family who loves, grows, and lives in faith 
through Jesus Christ 

www.htknights.org   

“A Knight is someone who steps into the breach with actions that 

exemplify charity, unity, fraternity, and the hope that comes from a 

relationship with Jesus Christ, our King.”  

SUPREME KNIGHT PATRICK KELLY 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR SO FAR 

Knights Free Throw Contest 

Spaghetti Dinner Co-Hosted by the Daughters of Isabell and 

the Knights of Columbus 

 

What happened in February 2023? -  Knights in Action 

 

Proceeds from the Tootsie Roll Drive– Each year, our council 

participates in the Tootsie Roll Drive to support those with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities.  The proceeds from our drive last fall were 

donated to L’Arche Heartland in Overland Park, Kansas at our February 

council meeting.  Accepting our donation during the monthly council 

meeting was Ms. Ashlyn Talamor, Development Director for L’Arche 

Heartland. Ms. Talamor also shared with the council information about  

L’Arche Heartland’s roles, mission, and the various programs it supports, 

which provided everyone with a much better understanding of how 

donations from our annual Tootsie Roll Drive can make a difference in the 

Council of Palms #6673 
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lives of those with intellectual and developmental disabilities.   

 
Introduction of New Knights – The following new Brothers Knights were 

introduced during the council meeting:  Tom Wise, Larry Seibolt and Tom 

Batenhorst. 

 

Spaghetti Dinner Co-Hosted by the Daughters of Isabella and the Knights of 

Columbus - On February 11th, 2023, the Knights teamed up with the Daughters of 

Isabella to make and serve a spaghetti dinner to the Parish.  Over 200 participants 

attended the event and donated approximately $1,100 to offset the costs of the 

supplies for this event. 

 

Knights Valentines Breakfast – On February 12th, more than 200 guests took 

advantage of the opportunity to enjoy a great breakfast meal served by the members 

of our council.   

 

Blood Drive Results – The Community Blood Center of Kansas City held a blood 

drive at Holy Trinity on Friday, January 20, 2023.  Of the 67 blood donors, 16 were 

members of our Knights Council 

 

February Food Drive Results – Our monthly food drive was held on February 18th from 9:00 am 
until 11:00 a.m. and on February 19th before and after all the Masses.  This drive resulted in the Knights 
collecting 3,024 pounds of food and $2,585.44 in cash donations which were delivered to Catholic Charities 
of Northeast Kansas.  

 

Baptismal Gifts Program – A Thank You Note – Brother Tim Bodendistel 

received following note after a baptism on January 29, 2023.  The note read,   

“Tim,  As Elias’ grandparents, we just wanted to thank you for taking time out of 

your day to attend Elias’ baptism and make sure it ran smoothly back on January 

29th.  What an awesome service the Knights of Columbus does for new dad’s.  On 

behalf of Michelle and Jake (Jacob) thank you for the heartfelt letter, rosary, dad 

rules, and the cross for little Elias.  We are going to share this idea with our parish 

Knights of Columbus in Hays, KS, as a project.  The several times we have attended 

mass at Holy Trinity we have been so impressed with how many activities are always 

going on and the amount of young families in attendance.  It is good to see parishes 

growing.   Once again thank you and the Knights of Columbus for the thoughtful 
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gifts.” 

 

This note serves as a great example of the impact that our Baptismal Gifts Program has on 

our new dads, their families, relatives, and members of our parish.  Thanks to all our 

Brother Knights who participate in this program and for making it such a great success.   

If you are not currently a member of our Baptismal Gifts Program team but would 

like to get involved, please reach out to Brother Tim Bodendistel. 

 

Election of Officers for the Upcoming Fraternal Year - The election of Officers for our 

upcoming Fraternal year (begins 7/1/23) will be held at our May Council meeting.  In 

conformity with our Council Bylaws, our Grand appointed the following members to form 

a nomination committee:  Dave Leiker, Gerardo Lopez, and Ralph Yaple.  This committee 

will recommend a slate of officers to be presented at the April Council meeting.   For the 

benefit of newer members, elected officers include the Grand Knight, Deputy Grand 

Knight, Chancellor, Recorder, Treasurer, Advocate, Warden, Inside Guard, Outside Guard, 

and the Board of Trustees.  Our Council’s official swearing-in ceremony of new officers 

will be held on June 29, 2023. 

 

2023 - MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

March 5  – Appreciation Sunday for the Daughters of Isabella and the Knights 

of Columbus 

March 11-12 – Lifesaver Sunday 

March 14 – Knights Council Meeting 

March 18 – 40 Days of Life 

March 18-19 – Food Drive 

March 28 – Fourth Degree Assembly Meeting  

March 31 – Knights Shrimp Dinner 

April 2 – Easter Egg Hunt 
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April 6 - Knights Setup for Overflow Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas 

April 7 – Good Friday (Tenebrae Service) 

April 9 – Easter  

April 10 – Knights Removal of Chairs at St. Thomas Aquinas 

April 15-16 – Food Drive 

April 29-May 1 – Kansas Knight of Columbus State Convention in Topeka 

April 25 - Fourth Degree Assembly Meeting 

Knights of the Month –February 2023 -  Tim Bodendistel 

 

Our Knight of the Month for February 2023 is Brother Tim Bodendistel.  Tim has been a 

Knight since September 2017 and has participated in many Knights activities here at Holy 

Trinity, of which one is of particular note. In early 2021, he envisioned the Knights 

starting a program that aimed to make meaningful and welcoming connections with new 

dads in our parish. His concept eventually led to the creation of the Knights Baptismal 

Gifts Program.  As part of this program, at every baptism, each new dad receives a gift bag 

that contains a Dad Rules Card that shares memories, wisdom, and advice for the new 

father, a Knights Rosary and Bag, a Rosary Prayer Card, a Holy Family Prayer Card, 

Mary, and Jesus dolls, and a personalized letter from the Knight attending the baptism. 

Since September 2021, Tim has led the baptismal program at Holy Trinity, during which 

time more than a dozen of our Brother Knights have witnessed over 100 baptisms. As a 

direct result of the Knights and Tim’s efforts of reaching out to our new dads and their 

families, this program has made meaningful connections with over 1000 members of our 

parish.   

 

Insurance Agent 

 

“The factors to consider when determining the appropriate amount of life insurance would 

include outstanding debt, college expenses for kids, and an immediate loss of paycheck to 

be replaced.  In addition to those factors, one must also consider the loss of a social 

security check during retirement, leaving the survivor with the higher of the two checks as 
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well as a possible reduction in pension income on death of the annuitant.  The last factor 

would be considering using the tax-free death benefit as a transfer tool for legacy 

purposes, with the Survivorship Universal Life contract being the most popular”.  Please 

contact Ray Garretson, our Knights Field Agent, if you have any questions.  He can be 

reached at (541) 360-8386 or via email at ray.garretson@kofc.org. 

 

Membership 

 
Our council has a membership quota of 15 for the fraternal year.  So far, we have added 
15 new members to our council since the beginning of the fraternal year on July 1, 2022.   
During the next month, I challenge you to speak with at least one potential applicant 
about the benefits of joining the Knights of Columbus.  Joining the Knights is easy by 
using the following link -  https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-kofc.html .  Please get 
in touch with Doug Feist at dougfeist@yahoo.com if you have any questions about the 
application process or need assistance. 

Annual Membership Dues 

If you have not already done so, please don’t forget to pay your annual membership dues 

of $35.00.  There are several ways to pay membership dues: 1) You can mail your check, 

payable to KofC Council 6673 and mailed to Stephen Jackson, C/O Holy Trinity Parish 

9150 Pflumm Lenexa KS 66215; 2) You can pay the Financial Secretary or the Treasurer 

at a Knights' meeting; or 3) You can pay online with a credit card or by bank draft by 

going to the website htknights.org  and selecting the tab for Pay Dues. When the page 

displays, click "Credit Card" or "Check.” All fields marked with an * must be completed. 

The council will pay the fee; however, the bank option is only 1%, while the credit card is 

a 3% hit to the Council; choose wisely. 
 

Fourth Degree News 

 

Faithful Navigator John Smith reported that the next 4th Degree Exemplification would be 

held on April 15, 2023, in Topeka, Kansas.  See Faithful Navigator John Smith if you are 

interested in becoming a 4th Degree Knight and want more details. 

 

The next Assembly meeting is scheduled for March 28, 2023.  If you have not already 

done so, please pay your annual dues at this meeting. 
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Special Intentions 

Let’s all pray for our Brother Knights that have fallen since the pandemic’s beginning. Let’s 
also pray for those who have contracted the disease. Finally, let’s pray for those who have 
contracted other diseases while this pandemic continues. 

 
Knights of Columbus Council #6673 - Officers and Directors 

 

Position Officer/Director Phone 

Grand Knight J.D. Call (913) 961-1450 

Deputy Grand Knight Jeff Adams (913) 638-8025 

Chaplain Father Travis Mecum (913) 888-2770 

Financial Secretary Steve Jackson (913) 788-0867 

Treasurer Roger Lawrence (913) 894-5524 

Chancellor John Smith (913) 563-9974 

Recorder Pat Thomas (913) 288-3252 

Advocate Calvin Todd (913) 207-3794 

Warden Vacant  

Inside Guard Don Goertzen (913) 894-6519 

Outside Guard Joe Crostarosa (913) 492-4934 

Trustee 1st Year Ken Kleekamp (913) 748-6321 

Trustee 2nd Year Mike Crosthwait (913) 645-5203 

Trustee 3rd Year Kim Bienhoff (913) 302-5677 

Membership Director Doug Feist (913) 768-1755 

Program Director John Lorg (913) 257-8133 

Vocations Director Mike Huerter (913) 599-5974 

Faith Director Mike Stompoly (913) 302-2909 

Community Director Ken Kleekamp (913) 748-6321 

   

Life Director Jeff Slaven (913) 897-8074 

Family Director Stan Nill (913) 486-4153 

Youth Director Vacant  

Communications Director George White (586) 329-9757 

Lecturer Wayne Zetzman (913) 541-9648 

Health Services C.J. Hare (913) 909-9069 

Insurance Agent Ray Garretson (541) 360-8386 
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